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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 2818 

EO 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PORG MO XF 

SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: 

MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTRY COMMENTS ON MIDDLE EAST 
ISSUE AT DAKAR ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 

REF: A. DAKAR 3306 AND PREVIOUS, B. STATE 101243 

1 . MFA DIRECTOR FOR ARAB LEAGUE AFFAIRS MOHAMED SAADANI 
COMMENTED MAY 1 1 ON TREATMENT OF MIDDLE EAST ISSUE AT 
LAST MONT’S ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING IN 
DAKAR, WHICH HE ATTENDED. SAADANI HAD BEEN PARTICU- 
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LARLY STRUCK WITH "MILDNESS" OF WHAT HE TERMED THE 
"SYRIAN RESOLUTION" ON MIDDLE EAST. HE CHARACTERIZED 
RESOLUTION AS CONTAINING IMPLICIT SUPPORT FOR ANY 
PROMISING PEACE EFFORTS IF IN ACCORDANCE WITH PAST 
POSITIONS ADOPTED AT ALGIERS AND RABAT SUMITS. 

EGYPTIAN REPRESENTATIVE, HOWEVER, HAD BEEN OVERLY 
SENSITIVE, IN SAADANI’S VIEW. EGYPT HAD NOT BEEN 
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SPECIFICALLY CRITICIZED IN THE RESOLUTION, AND 
EGYPTIAN'S REPEATED INTERVENTIONS HAD UNNECESSARILY 
FOCUSSED ATTENTION ON EGYPTIAN SENSITIVITIES. 

2. MOROCCO, SAADANI CONTINUED, HAD BASICALLY FOLLOWED 
SAUDI LEAD IN FAVOR OF MDERATION. HAD RESERVATIONS 
TO MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTION BEEN INTRODUCED BY 
SAUDIS, MOROCCANS WOULD HAVE SECONDED THEM. WHILE PLO 
HAD BEEN RELATIVELY RESTRAINED, IN SAADANI S OPINION, 
LIBYA HAD BEEN EXTREMELY HARSH REGARDING EGYPTIAN 
PEACE INITIATIVES. IN REPLY TO EMBOFF'S STRESS ON 
IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING MOROCCAN AND OTHER MODERATE 
SUPPORT FOR SADAT'S PEACE EFFORTS, SAADANI EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT SADAT WOULD IN FACT BE ABLE TO PURSUE THEM. 
GOM, HE SAID, WAS CONCERNED AT PROSPECT OF RISING 
DISAPPOINTMENT WITHIN EGYPT, COUPLED WITH EXTERNAL 
CRITICISMS, AS VOICED BY EXTREMISTS AT DAKAR MEETINNG. 

IN CONCLUSION, SAADANI UNDERLINED THAT RECENT HARD-LINE 
ISRAELI DECLARATIONS OFFERED ARABS LITTLE BASIS FOR 
OPTIMISM REGARDING ULTIMATE OUTCOME OF SADAT'S 
INITIATIVES. 

ANDERSON 
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